SUMMARY
which trauma was excluded. In all, 78.4% of patients experienced spontaneous recovery of their palsy, 36.6% recovering by 8 weeks and 73.7% by 24 weeks. Only 16.4% failed to recover. Of this group, however, nearly 40% had serious underlying pathology accounting for their palsy. 
METHODS
Over a 16-year period, data have been collected on all patients presenting to St Paul's Eye Hospital, Liverpool, with the primary symptom of diplopia.
These patients either attended the casualty depart ment or were referred by their general practitioner.
Secondary referrals from other ophthalmologists and other medical specialties were excluded, and trauma was also specifically excluded. The data available on patients included the diagnosis where known, the time to recovery and the length of follow-up. All patients continued to be followed up after recovery. Thirty-five patients (16.4%) failed to recover, 14 of whom had serious underlying pathology (Table II) .
The mean follow-up period for patients in this group (n = 21) with no identified pathology was 46 months (range 1-160 months). If the 2 patients who had a palsy for only 1 month are excluded, this follow-up increases to a mean of 50 months (range of 4-160 months). 
